
"Whether it involves attending 
conferences, taking academic 
courses, participating in webinars, 
reading books or joining an online 
community, professional 
development is meaningful and 
essential in ensuring you and your 
agency are doing what it takes to be 
top notch.”   

Brady and Baker also offer five 
justifications professionals may use 
to support  continuing education:  

 Constituents expect you to be an 
expert in your profession 

 Develop primary and 
complementary skills sets  

 Education and knowledge lends 
credibility when dealing with 
others related to your job, 
agency and profession 

 The best leaders have 
knowledge and encourage others 
to learn and develop 

While their article was written 
specifically for professionals working 
in parks and recreation, the 
information and advice contained 
within the article is applicable to 
anyone working in a professional 
capacity.  

As 2014 comes to a close take a 

moment to reflect on your 

professional development. Are you 

taking advantage of the learning 

opportunities available to you?  
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Five Reasons Why CE 
is Important for You and 
Your Organization 

In the article, Investing in Your Own 
Professional Development,  authors 
Michael J. Bradley, Ph.D., and Jody M. 
Baker encourage professionals to be 
proactive about their professional 
development .  
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